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POLITICS

Ségolène setback
CULTURE

ABBÉ PIERRE DIES   
Abbé Pierre, the celebrated human rights 
activist and priest, has died at the age of 
94. An active member of the Resistance 
during World War II and the founder of 
the international Emmaus Community for 
the homeless, he will be remembered as a 
compassionate and tireless campaigner for 
peace and justice. 

Born Henri Groues in Lyon, the French 
legend dedicated his life to helping others 
on a one-to-one and world level. During 
the war, he helped people to cross the 

Swiss border and edited a secret news bulletin. After his capture by the 
Nazis, Abbé Pierre escaped to North Africa and returned to France to run 
for Parliament in a new Catholic party. As a politician, he demanded social 
change and in the 1950s persuaded Parliament to pass a law forbidding 
landlords to evict tenants in the cold winter months. The former 
monk was also responsible for starting up the Emmaus Community, a 
movement to help the homeless, which has since expanded into over 
100 communities and around 100,000 housing units. President Jacques 
Chirac told the press, “We have lost a great fi gure, a conscience, an 
incarnation of goodness”.

ACTIVITIES

Dive in!
Based in the South of France, Diamond Diving is a family-run travel business offering 

high quality warm-water scuba diving holidays for all levels. Founder Alex Diamond is 

a PADI, CMAS and fully-qualifi ed French instructor, who sorts out all the instruction, 

accommodation and transfers, leaving you free to enjoy the great diving on offer without 

any of the hassle. The Mediterranean waters have a high visibility, and with the amazing 

wrecks and thriving ecosystems below the surface, you’re sure to have an exciting time. 

A typical long weekend includes fi ve dives, and a number of PADI courses are available, 

including the ever-popular Open Water Course. Prices start from as little as £229.

● Contact: 01908 234030; www.diamonddiving.net
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Royal has a battle 
on her hands

Abbé Pierre

Explore land and sea

Les infos The essential French Magazine round-up 
of the latest news and views from France

● The London roads that Stage One of the Tour de France will race down on 8 July have been revealed: visit www.tourdefrancelondon.comEXTRA

Ségolène Royal’s previously charmed presidential campaign 

has suffered a recent series of setbacks and slurs, to take her 

down eight points behind rival Nicolas Sarkozy in the latest 

polls. The French Socialist candidate has disconcerted voters 

in the wake of her impassioned manifesto speech, which 

revealed her to be more staunchly left-wing than had formerly 

been imagined. Appealing to the core left, she called for 

the triumph of workers over capitalists, but was criticised for 

failing to explain where the necessary funds would come from. 

Royal’s speech came after weeks of vague, middle-left policy 

assertions during the ‘listening phase’ of her campaign – for 

which she received further bad press. Her public fallout with 

partner François Holland and Royal’s own gaffes about France’s 

nuclear submarines and the Chinese justice system have done 

her no favours. On top of this, Royal has had to deal with the 

resignation of her fi nance guru, Eric Besson, and increased 

media interest in her private life. She has blamed Sarkozy’s UMP 

party for much of the hype surrounding her fl agging campaign, 

accusing them of ‘thuggish’ tactics to undermine her campaign. 

According to the polls, François Bayrou, a centrist candidate 

for the UDF party, is now a serious contender in the presidential 

race. Meanwhile, Jacques Chirac is still to confi rm if he will seek 

a third term in offi ce. As the campaigns heat up towards the 

two-round elections on 22 April and 6 May, it looks like the 

battle for the head of state title is far from over.
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